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Cities in the counties of Norrbotten and Västerbotten and 
their twin-cities in Finland, Norway and Russia 
 

Arjeplog 
 

Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Salla Culture 1986 
Russia Umba Culture, Industry & 

Business, Social issues, 
Tourism, Education 

1991 

 
Contact person:  Elisabeth Bramfeldt 
Telephone: +46 961 10809 
E-mail: bramfeldt@hotmail.com 
 

Arvidsjaur 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Kempele Democracy, Culture, IT, 

Sports, Tourism, 
Education 

1984 

 
Contact person:  Kristina Grubbström 
Telephone: +46 960 15767 
E-mail: kristina.grubbstrom@arvidsjaur.se 
    
 
Bjurholm 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Kuivaniemen Kunta Experience sharing 1945 
Norway Bardu School, Education 1965 

 
Contact person:  Doris Jonsson 
Telephone: +46 932 23011 
E-mail: jonsson.al@telia.com 
 

 
 
 



Boden 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Oulu Sports, Culture, 

Environment, School, 
Tourism, Work, 
Education 

1947 

Norway Alta Sports, Culture, 
Tourism 

1950 

Russia Apatity Culture, School, Social 
issues, Work, Education

1992 

 
Contact person:  Johnny Westlund 
Telephone: +46 921 61101 
E-mail: johnny.westlund@boden.se 
 
  
Gällivare 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Kittilä EU, Culture, Experience 

sharing, local 
development, teacher 
exchange, Environment, 
Regional development, 
school, work, Tourism, 
Youth, Education 

1990 

Norway Tysfjord Experience sharing, 
local development, 
Teacher exchange, 
Environment, Business 
development, Regional 
development, School, 
Tourism, Youth, 
Education 

2000 

Russia Kirovsk Culture, Teacher 
exchange, Tourism, 
Youth, Education 

1990 

 
Contact person:  Lars Israelsson 
Telephone: +46 970 18115 
E-mail: lars.israelsson@kommun.gellivare.se 

 
Haparanda 
 



Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Tornio Energy, Sports, Culture, 

Environment, School, 
Work, Tourism, 
Education, Water 
supply, Rescue services

1947 

Norway Hammerfest Culture, School, 
Education 

1947 

Russia Kovdor Culture, School, Work, 
Education 

1993 

 
Contact person:  Tapio Salo 
Telephone: +46 922 15000 
E-mail: tapio.salo@haparanda.se 

 
  

Kalix 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Pielavesi Culture, School, 

Education 
1973 

Russia Petrozavodsk IT, Social issues 2003 
 
Contact person: Henry Andersson 
Telephone: +46 923 65107 
E-mail:  henry.andersson@kommun.kalix.se 
 
  

Kiruna 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Rovaniemi Environment, Culture, 

School, City planning, 
Education 

1946 

Norway Narvik General 1946 
Russia Archangelsk General, Culture, 

Healthcare, Industry, 
Tourism, Sports, 
Rescue services, Youth, 
School, Education 

1999 

 
Contact person:  Kjell-Åke Halldén 
Telephone: +46 980 70183 
E-mail: kjell-ake.hallden@kommun.kiruna.se 

 
 

 Luleå 



 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Kemi Sports, Culture, 

Environment, School, 
Work, Tourism, 
Education 

1981 

Norway Tromsö Sports, Culture, 
Environment, School, 
Education, Tourism 

1981 

Russia Murmansk Democracy, Energy, 
Healthcare, Culture, 
Environment, School, 
Social issues, Work, 
Education 

1972 

 
 
Contact person: Gerd Ersson 
Telephone: +46 920 29 40 40 
E-mail:  gerd.ersson@komled.lulea.se 
 
 

Lycksele 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Paltarno Sports, Culture, 

Tourism 
1980 

Finland Ähtäri Waste issues, Energy, 
EU, Sports, 
Infrastructure, IT, 
Culture, Teacher 
exchange, Environment, 
Industry, Regional 
development, School, 
Social issues, City 
planning, Work, 
Tourism, Youth 

1986 

Norway Vefsne Sports, Culture, 
Experience sharing, 
City planning, Work 

1965 

Russia Olonets General, Social issues 1990 

 
Contact person: Elisabeth Eriksson 
Telephone: +46 950 16606 
E-mail:  elisabeth.eriksson@epost.lycksele.se 
 
  

Malå 
 



Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Larsmo General 1986 
Russia Medvezhegorsk General, Sports, 

Culture, Environment, 
Industry, Rescue 
ervices, School, City 
planning, Work, Traffic, 
Tourism, Youth, 
Education 

1998 

 
Contact person: Bert Selberg 
Telephone: +46 953 14055 
E-mail:  bert.selberg@mala.se 
 

Nordmaling 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Suomisalmi Sports, School, 

Education, Tourism 
1941 

 
Contact person: Municipality of Nordmaling 
Telephone: +46 930 14000 
E-mail:  kommun@nordmaling.se 
   

Norsjö 
  

Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Sodankylä Sports, Culture, School, 

Tourism 
1940 

Finland Vuolijoki Sports, Culture, School, 
Tourism 

1940 

 
Contact person: Thorbjörn Olsson 
Telephone: +46 918 14118 
E-mail:  thorbjorn.olsson@kommun.norsjo.se 
 

Pajala 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Sodankylä General  
Norway Målselv General  
Russia Olenegorsk General, Culture, 

School, Education 
1991 

 
Contact person: Barbro Rantatalo 
Telephone: +46 978 12000 



E-mail:  barbro.rantatalo@edu.pajala.se 

 

Piteå 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Russia Kandalaksha Democracy, Energy, 

Teacher exchange, 
School, Social issues, 
Work 

1986 

 
Contact person: Gerd Sävenstedt 
Telephone: +46 911 96041 
E-mail:  gerd.savenstedt@klk.pitea.se 
  

Robertsfors 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Kuhmo General 1970 
Finland Ylikiiminki General 1960 
Norway Sörföld General 1976 
Russia Kostamus Democracy, 

Environment, School, 
Youth, Education 

1990 

 
Contact person: Mats Karlsson 
Telephone: +46 934 14007 
E-mail:  mats.karlsson@robertsfors.se 
 

Skellefteå 

 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Brahestad General, Culture, 

Experience sharing, 
School, Social issues, 
Tourism, Youth 

1946 

Norway Rana General, Culture, 
Experience sharing, 
School, Social issues, 
Tourism, Youth 

1946 

 
Contact person: Lars Björklund 
Telephone: +46 910 735010 
E-mail:  lars.bjorklund@kommun.skelleftea.se 
 



Sorsele 

 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Norway Salangen Culture, School, 

Education 
1990 

Russia Apatity Healthcare, Industry 2002 

 
Contact person: Bo Wallin 
Telephone: +46 952 14021 
E-mail:  bo.wallin@sorsele.se 

 
 
Storuman 

 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Alajärvi General 1985 

 
Contact person: Rolf Persson 
Telephone: +46 951 14020 
E-mail:  rolf.persson@storuman.se 

 

Umeå 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Vasa Sports, Culture, School, 

Work, Tourism, 
Education 

1953 

Norway Harstad General 1953 
Russia Petrozavodsk Energy, Sports, Culture, 

School, Tourism, 
Education, Water 

1976 

 
Contact person: Ingemar Lilienblad 
Telephone: +46 90 161157 
E-mail:  ingemar.lilienblad@umea.se 
 
  

Vilhelmina 
 



Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Veteli Sports, Culture, School, 

Work, Tourism, 
Education 

1986 

 
Contact person: Göran Lidström 
Telephone: +46 940 14034 
E-mail: goran.lidstrom@vilhelmina.se  
  

Vindeln 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Pudasjärvi General 1943 
Norway Pryazha General, Healthcare 1998 

 
Contact person: Sofia Jonsson 
Telephone: +46 933 14009 
E-mail:  sofia.jonsson@vindeln.se 

 

Vännäs 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Isokyrö General, School, 

Education 
1998 

Norway Hemnes General 1998 

 
Contact person: Lennart Olofsson 
Telephone: +46 935 14100 
E-mail:  lennart.olofsson@vannas.se 
 

Åsele 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Nurmo Culture, School, Youth, 

Education 
1986 

Norway Alstahaug Healthcare, Industry, 
Education 

1986 

 
Contact person: Hans Nyman 
Telephone: +46 941 14007 
E-mail:  hans.nyman@asele.se 
  
 



Älvsbyn 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Haapavesi General, Sports, 

Culture, Industry, 
School, Work, Tourism, 
Education 

1974 

Norway Fauske General, Culture, 
Industry, School, Work 
Tourism, Education 

1987 

Norway Loppa General, Sports, 
Culture, Industrt, 
School, Work, Tourism, 
Education 

1974 

 
Contact person: Gunilla Lundin 
Telephone: +46 929 17000 
E-mail:  gunilla.lundin@alvsbyn.se 
 

Överkalix 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Savukoski General 1947 
Russia Velsk Energy, Water 1997 

 
Contact person: Kristin Andersson 
Telephone: +46 926 74003 
E-mail:  kristin.andersson@overkalix.se 
  
 
Övertorneå 
 
Country City Area of co-operation Twin-city since 
Finland Haukipudas General 1985 
Finland Pello Rescue services 1996 
Finland Ylitornio Healthcare, Rescue 

services, Tourism 
 

Norway Porsanger General 1970 
Russia Kola General 1991 

 
Contact person: Gunvor Westerberg 
Telephone: +46 927 72002 
E-mail:  gunvor.westerberg@overtornea.se 

 

 



County Councils of Norrbotten and Västerbotten and the 
twin-regions in Finland, Norway and Russia 
 

Norrbottens County Council 
Country Region/County Area of co-operation Co-operation since 
Russia Murmansk Oblast Healthcare, Exchange 

doctors 
1999 (project co-
operation) 

 
Contact person: Kjell Åström 
Telephone: +46 920 28 4339 
E-mail:  kjell.astrom@nll.se 
 
 

Västerbottens County Council 
Country Region/County Area of co-operation Co-operation since 
Finland Österbotten General, Research, 

Healthcare, Sports, IT, 
Culture, Industry, 
Rescue services, 
Traffic, Tourism, Youth, 
Education 

1972 (project co-
operation) 

Norway Nordland General, Research, 
Healthcare, Sports, IT, 
Culture, Industry, 
Rescue services, 
Traffic, Tourism, Youth, 
Education 

1997 (co-operation 
agreement) 

Russia Republic of Karelia General, Democracy, 
Healthcare, Sports, 
Culture, Industry, 
Education 

1994 (project co-
operation) 

 
Contact person: Tomas Gustafsson 
Telephone: +46 90 785 73 80 
E-mail:  tomas.gustafsson@vll.se 
 


